WINDS.

The mean direction of winds at the several stations is represented on Chart No. 2
by the arrows, and it will be observed is generally toward the area of low barometer.

Apart from the storms already described, no high winds were reported, except al-
most continuous gales at Pike’s Peak. During the month of January, thirty-five Caution-
ary Signals were ordered on the Atlantic coast, embracing those stations between East-
port and Wilmington, and five telegraphic warnings of the approach of storms were sent
* to Canadian ports. Out of the whcle number of signals ordered at the American ports,
twenty-cight have been justified by the occurence of dangerous winds at or within one
hundred miles of the-station at which the signal was ordered.

The observer at Norfolk reports that no vessel attempted to leave the port during
the display of signals.

The observer at New Haven reports that the signal on the Tth attracted general at-
tention, as it was ordered twenty-four hours before the dangerous winds occurred.

The signals ordered at Eastport were not verified by the oceurrence of winds; but
dense fogs prevailed rendering navigation dangerous.

TEMPERATURE.

The general distribution of temperature throughout the United States is indicated by
the isothermal lines on chart No. 2.

The table will show that there has been an excess in all the districts, except Minne-
sota, where it has been normal. The greatest excess has been in the regions of greatest
precipitation. The range of temperature has been greater than usual in the Southern
States. On the preeitation chart will be found the lines marking the southern limit of
snow and freezing weather. The mean temperature as calculated from the observations
made at the three stations on the Pacific coast is but slightly in excess of the mean for
the same period in previous years.

PRECIPITATION.

Chart No. 3 is a graphical representation of the precipitation in the several districts.
The local nature of rain-fall, together with the limited number of stations, renders this
Chart only upproximately correct. Probably the most interesting feature is the excess
of rain-fall on the Pucific coast, and its influence on the agricultural interests of that
section.

A comparison of the annual wheat crop with the annual rain-full shows that the
yield has been largest in those seasons in which rains have been most abundant. Tbe
amount of rain-fall for the past six months is largely in excess of the average, and would
appear to indicate a bountiful harvest for 1874.

RIVERS.

Freshets and floods have been reported in the rivers draining the Apalachian Chain,
and in those of New England and the Middle States during the 8th, 9th and 10th days
of the month. The Ohio river has been unusually high at Cincinnati and Louisville, but
has been open during the entire month. Fluctuations, without any decided high waters,
have occurred in the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. The latter has been closed during



